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The young man had permission to attend the
academy, but he must pay his own way. This
task he set about with a glad heart. An opportu-
nity soon appeared. A man who worked in the
summer upon his father's farm made a cheap kind
of slippers in the winter, and he offered to instruct
young Whittier in the art. The offer was gladly
accepted, and, as it was the simplest kind of sandal
that was to be made, the mystery of the trade was
soon acquired. The retail price of the slippers
was only twenty-five cents a pair, and he received
but eight cents a pair for his work j and yet dur-
ing the winter of 1826-27 enough was earned to
pay the expense of a term of six months at the
academy. He calculated so closely every item of
expense that he knew before the beginning of the
term that he would have twenty-five cents to spare
at its close, and he actually had this sum of money
in his pocket when his half year of study was over.
It was the rule of his whole life never to buy any-
thing until he had the money in hand to pay for
it, and although his income was small and uncer-
tain until past middle life, he was never in debt.

James F. Otis, a nephew of Harrison Gray Otis,
while reading law in the office of Hon. Nathan
Crosby, in 1827, found in a newspaper a piece of
poetry which he was told was written by a shoe-
maker in Haverhill, and he wished to go and find
him. Upon his return, he told Mr. Crosby that
he found a young man by the name of Whittier,
at work in his shoe-shop, and making himself
known to him, they spent the day together in
wandering over the hills, and on the shores of the